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Poor drainage leads to
multiple terraces

or a grilling enthusiast who also wanted

an outdoor kitchen/dining area, landscape

architect Brian Cossari, ASLA, of Hoffman
Landscapes in Wilton, Connecticut, designed a
series of terraces akin to outdoor rooms. They had to
accommodate patio furniture, two large barbecue grills
and kitchen appliances—and provide access into the
house through four different sets of doorways

To offer cooling elements, since the terraces face

south, Cossar removed the stamped concrete surface
of the home's existing terrace and replaced it with
traditional brick, which 15 cooler underfoot. Flanting
beds set within the hardscape give a sense of definition
and a soft separation to the "rooms.” The beds also add
color and texture, which soften hardscape surfacing.
Existing columns at the back of the house were [eft
intact and repeated in a new wisteria-wrapped pergola
that helps shade the lower-level dining terrace. Still
larger planting beds were added on the outer edges of
the terraces to make the transition from patio to the
adjacent rolling lawn

_behind the scenes

Landscape architect: Erian Cossan, Hoffman Landscapes,
Wikton, CT, hoffmantandscapes com, 203-834-9656

.Iﬂﬂanw: The house had numercus angles and a number of
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rear-facing doors, 50 a terrace had to be wide and deep encugh

to provide accass from all exit points; changes in the yard's grade
also had to be accommeodated; and a wet basement had to be fixed
Best outcome: Because the terrace was large enough and
becausa of the grade change, Cossari designed one large space
a5 a series of cutdoor rooms

Main plants used: Lady's mantle (Alchemills mollis), Amercan
baxwood (Buxus sempearvirens); Karl Foarster [eather reed grass
(Calamagrosts acutiflors "Karl Foerster'), thomless honeylocust
[Gleditsia tracanthos var. inerms); climbing hydrangea
(Hydranges anomala ssp. peticlans) munstead lavender
{Lavandula angustifolie “Munstead')

Zone: 5
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The back terrace steps down to
accommodate the change in grade;

stone seat walls provide division

Photography: Manhew Biran, Rich Pomesaniz
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Incorpora t
materials wi a hardscape

Many homsownass are intimidated by mixing
the two, but dong so can solten and coal down a
hardscape, says landscaps architect Brian Cossari:

Consult a professional. Cossarn 15 a licapsed
meamber of the ASLA, or the Ametican Society of
Lancdscape Architects. asta.om

Choose materials according to the site's
exposura, Since this landscape gets a lot of sun,
plants such as lavender and feather reed omamental
grass were picked. The beds weare also made deep
and wide enough w be a focal point, yet they are-in
stale with the hardscape area. Drip irigation was

The rear gained multiple spaces for sitting
and eating. Good lighting enables the home-
owmners 1o use these areas at night; too.

added from the start to keap plants flounshing
Design the size of the beds and terrace
according to the size and scale of the house and
yvard. Consider the purpose of the space as well as
elements such as furniture and plantings. “There's no
point in wanting a place to dine or relax if yvou don't
have room for proper furniture. Think of outdoor areas
as you do indoor rooms, with space to accommaodate
table, chairs and sofas,” says Cossarl. He advises
varying werraces  dimensions and bulding them on
different levels to match the grade and add vanety
Don't forget illumination. Since most entartaining
peoursat night, basure 1o include outdoor lighting
This allows for safe, comfortabie use and provides an
inviting extension to the home:.
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