The house by the S|de of South Aven €

In the era of McMansions,
bigger is not always better
by Nancy Robinson

Two axioms currently appear to be the
cornerstone of the housing and real estate
industry 7 location, location, and bigger is
better.

What then can you make of a house that is
located on the busiest street in new Canaan,
in the midst of multifamily houses, sceni-
cally location across from a parking lot and
on a lot of a mere one-third of an acre?

What you have is the South Avenue home
of Ron and Sully Seeger. The renovation of
this house generated enthusiastic comments,
gawekers, a procession of slow trafpc and the
beseeching of local groups to include it on
their house tours.

For a number of reasons having to do with
availability of land, the start of retirement
among baby boomers or just the endless cy-
cle familiar to Realtors, there appear to be
some changes afoot. There is an increased
interest in living close to the heart of New
Canaan and the renovation, rather than the
tearing down of older homes, is making a
resurgence. Nowhere can that be seen more
beautifully than at this picturesque home
only one block from town.

0We frequently have people stopping and
peering over the fence, or coming to our
door and asking were we found the Victori-
an planters, or just stopping on the sidewalk
and looking around,d conpded Mrs. Seeger.

And with good reason. From the inviting
front porch plled with wicker furniture to
the glimpse of the two-story cottage in the
back, this is, in the words of Mrs. Seeger,
0A piece of paradise.6

Mrs. Seeger continued, 0People are com-
ing back to the idea of living in town. Itis
a great way to live. We invite friends over,
have a drink on the patio and then walk to
dinner or the movies.4

0My husbhand had suggested the move
and | was a little reluctant because we had
always lived in the country,6 added Mrs.
Seeger. 0However, we love it and donft even
hear the trafpc.6 The tantalizing glimpse
that walkers and drivers can discern for a
few seconds unveils only a fraction of what
lies behind the doors of this three-story Vic-
torian.

The front door opens to reveal a stained
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glass window to the right that sets the col-
ors for the downstairs rooms. The original
stairway was moved back and the ceiling
removed to create a two-story foyer en-
hanced by a glittering golden chandelier.
The living room is decorated in pink with
tones being picked up from the yoral carpet,
which again reyects the pink and blue of the
stained glass in the foyer.

Mrs. Seegerfs collection of cranberry glass
is displayed to its best advantage against the
white walls and the elaborate preplace.

Her eye for even the smallest detail is
demonstrated in the combination of pink
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yowers and a blue candy dish that comple-
ments and duplicates the carpetds colors.

o0léve always been able to visualize how
to decorate,d explained Mrs. Seeger.

Her career as a Realtor has also offered
her the opportunity to view many homes
over the years, which gave her a clear sense
of what she wanted and how it would look.
During a tour of the house, Mrs. Seeger
pointed out what she considered her deco-
rating yaws. The less talented among us
would have taken justipable pride in creat-
ing these 0yaws.6

Purchased during an auction in Wilton

Ooooooooll0oooll00N0000
0o







