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Bard professor studies whether social
quarantine for COVID-19 is extreme

By Debra A. Aleksinas

ANNANDALE-ON-HUD-
SON, N.Y. — The best meth-
ods for pinpointing COVID-19
transmission rates continue to
elude public health and infec-
tious disease experts in the U.S.
and globally.

Now, it appears that math-
ematics may help connect the
dots, particularly for small, ru-
ral areas such as Litchfield and
Dutchess counties.

Three college professors,
including Matthew Junge, as-
sistant professor of mathemat-
ics at Bard College in Annan-
dale-on-Hudson, N.Y., have
been awarded a $60,000 Emer-
gency Grant from the National
Science Foundation (NSF) to
develop forecasting models that
better capture the geographic
and social complexity of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Junge, lead investigator on
the project, said his research
team aims to develop network
models and mathematical theo-
ry to test the robustness of some
prominent models being used
by governments to justify the
extreme levels of intervention
of the COVID-19 quarantine.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Matthew Junge, assistant professor of mathematics at Bard
College, has been awarded a national research grant to cal-
culate COVID-19 transmission rates.

“Possibly we will provide
some evidence that targeted
intervention allows for many
people to resume some sem-
blance of normal day-to-day
life,” said Junge, who will be
working with Felicia Keesing,
a biology professor at Bard and
Nicole Eikmeier, a computer
science professor with Grinnell
College in Iowa.

While some of the research
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Incumbent state Sen. Craig Miner (R-30), shown here in a
photo from 2018, will seek reelection this November.

Incumbent Craig Miner
will seek Senate seat again

By Patrick L. Sullivan

State Sen. Craig Miner (R-
30) is running for reelection,
although he hasn’t made a formal
announcement.

“So I guess you'll be the first”
he said in a phone interview Sun-
day, May 17.

Miner was elected to the state
Senate in 2016, and represent-
ed the 68th District in the state
House of Representatives for
eight terms prior.

The 30th Senate District in-
cludes the towns of Brookfield,
Canaan (Falls Village), Cornwall,
Goshen, Kent, Litchfield, Mor-

91421700011

ris, New Milford, North Canaan,
Salisbury, Sharon, Torrington,
Warren and Winchester.

Miner said he normally
doesn’t begin campaigning in
earnest this early, and he has
been busy with constituent
services during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Asked how he thinks Gow.
Ned Lamont (D) has done in
dealing with the public health
emergency, Miner was generally
supportive.

“This is a 100-year plus cri-
sis;” he said. “I don’t know that
anyone else would have done any
better”

He said his office received
dozens of calls from constitu-
ents having trouble with unem-
ployment claims, and he and his

See MINER, Page A9

“will be purely theoretical,” said
Junge, the goal is to provide in-
sights to those who are devel-
oping strategies to mitigate the
spread of the disease.

“Our models may help re-
solve questions about specific

“Possibly we will
provide some evidence
that targeted interven-
tion allows for many
people to resume some
semblance of normal
day-to-day life.”
Matthew Junge

communities, like, ‘Can Bard
College hold class in person
this fall without risking an-
other spike in infections?’ or
‘If Dutchess County reopens
restaurants, what should the
occupancy limits be?”

The grant was awarded
through the NSF’s Rapid Re-
sponse Research program,
which provides support for
urgent scientific research that
responds to emergencies and
unexpected events. It includes

See BARD, Page A9
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David Gronbach will run against incumbent Republican
Craig Miner for a Senate seat in the 30th District.

Former New Milford mayor
runs for 30th District seat

David Gronbach, a former
mayor of New Milford, is the
Democratic challenger to state
Sen. Craig Miner (R-30) in the
November 2020 election.

Gronbach is an attorney
and works for a biotech com-
pany. He is actively involved in
special education and asylum
issues. He and his wife, Vanes-
sa, also owned and operated
a bookstore in New Milford.
Gronbach was mayor of that
town from 2015-17.

Interviewed by telephone on
Wednesday, May 13, Gronbach
was asked why he is running for
the state Senate. He said that in
public service he sees an oppor-
tunity to work on “big projects
and ideas”

Despite his term as mayor,
he doesn’t consider himself a
politician — but as mayor he did
learn about the relationship be-
tween municipalities and state

See GRONBACH, Page A9

Plans for the August primaries

By Patrick L. Sullivan

GOSHEN — Sue Larsen, pres-
ident of the Registrars of Voters
Association of Connecticut, told
the 21 first selectmen, mayors
and town managers of the North-
west Hills Council of Govern-
ments (COG) that all registered
Republicans and Democrats in
the state will receive applications
for absentee voting in the mail
for the Aug.11 primary elections.

(The primary date was originally
scheduled for June but was post-
poned to August.)

Larsen spoke to the COGina
Zoom meeting online on Thurs-
day, May 14.

She went down a list of chang-
es — coming from Secretary of
the State Denise Merrill — to
election procedures, emphasiz-
ing that they apply to the party

See PRIMARIES, Page A9
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Memorial Day schedules

Most towns in the region have canceled their annual
Memorial Day ceremonies and parades due to COVID-19

restrictions.

In some towns, there will be observances by military
veterans. Many are not open to the public due to concerns
about maintaining social distance.

Doctor describes dangers
of new COVID-19 spread

By Patrick L. Sullivan

SALISBURY — Dr. James
Childs of the Yale School of Med-
icine described the complexities
of dealing with the COVID-19
pandemic during an online talk
sponsored by the Scoville Memo-
rial Library on Thursday, May 14.

Childs, an epidemiologist,
began by saying COVID-19 is
the third coronavirus in the last
20 years.

Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS), in 2003,
reached pandemic levels. Mid-

dle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS) in 2013 did not.

But “neither killed more than
1,000 people”

COVID-19 “is unprecedent-
ed, but not unpredicted”

SARS was not infectious un-
til “symptoms developed,” so
screening at airports and other
public venues was effective.

But COVID-19 can be spread
by people who have no symp-
toms.

“This will not stop” until there

See COVID-19, Page A9
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These peach tree blossoms in Lakeville were at
their peak just before last week’s snow and frost.

Not a killing frost (probably)

By Cynthia Hochswender

It's worrisome when fruit
trees have begun to blossom
and then a frost and a snow
come in and threaten their
safety — and their ability to
produce fruit in late summer
and autumn.

Peter Montgomery of
Montgomery Orchards in
Warren, Conn., has been
checking his blossoms regu-
larly (10 times he day, he said,
perhaps joking and perhaps
not). So far, he said, there don’t

See FROST, Page A9

Delay in opening of hair salons

By Cynthia Hochswender

Hair salons and barber-
shops were originally expected
to reopen on May 20 as part of
Connecticut’s slow-return-to-
normal plan.

Gov. Ned Lamont an-
nounced on Monday, May
18, that their opening will be
delayed until June.

The announcement follows
several days of lobbying by
the group Ct Stylists For Late
Stage Openings and the Con-

necticut Beauty Association,
who had threatened a protest
in Hartford on that afternoon.

The stylists were protesting
on behalf of women employ-
ees of salons who feel that re-
turning to work now is unsafe
and who are unsure whether
they can get childcare at this
time when schools are still
closed.

The workers said they fear
they will be fired by salon
owners if they don't return
to their jobs.
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POLICE BLOTTER: TROOP B

The following information was provided by the Connecticut State
Police at Troop B. All suspects are considered innocent until proven

guilty in a court of law.

DUI

On May 6 at approximately 6 p.m. Troop B responded to a report
of a vehicle operating erratically on Route 7 in Falls Village. After
failing a field sobriety test, Mark Sweeney, 40, of Wappingers Falls,
N.Y., was charged with operating a motor vehicle under the influ-
ence of alcohol or drugs and failure to drive in the proper lane. He
was scheduled to appear in Torrington Superior Court on June 3.

Trespassing to cut down a tree

On May 9 at approximately 9 a.m. Daniel Stephen Chiles, 63, of
Sharon turned himself in on an arrest warrant stemming from an
incident when a neighbor reported Chiles entering his property
without permission and cutting down a tree. He was charged with
criminal trespassing in the first degree and criminal mischief in

the third degree.

The Lakeville Journal will publish the outcome of police charges.
Contact us by mail at PO. Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039, Attn: Police
Blotter, or send an email, with “police blotter” in the subject line, to

cynthiah@lakevillejournal.com

Pursuing funds & internet
as towns look to the future

By Patrick L. Sullivan

GOSHEN — The first select-
men, town managers and mayors
of the 21-town Northwest Hills
Council of Governments (COG)
were urged to form local com-
mittees to address the reopening
and recovery of municipalities as
COVID-19 restrictions are grad-
ually lifted by Gov. Ned Lamont.

The COG met online on
Thursday, May 14.

Marty Connor, chairman of
ESF-14 (Emergency Support
Function, a part of the Federal
Emergency Management Agen-
cy, or FEMA, charged with coor-
dinating state, local and federal
recovery efforts) asked the elect-
ed officials to “look for unmet
needs” with their committees.

He recommended the mem-
bership of the committees be
made up of people representing a
cross section of their towns, and
specifically said first responders
should not be included, as they
are well represented elsewhere.

“You should be getting
plumbers, zoning enforcement
officials involved?”

A federal internet grant

Kim Maxwell of Northwest-
ConneCT and an advocate for
better internet and cell phone
service in the region, said the

Send obituaries to cynthi-
ah@lakevillejournal.com

existing infrastructure in the
Northwest Corner is the reason
why there are so many technical
problems in online meetings.

Maxwell said Congress is
considering broadband subsi-
dies. Specifically, he asked the
COG for a letter of support in
seeking $110 million to establish
a regional fiber optic network.

“We need to treat broadband
like roads and sewer systems,”
he said.

John Field, the coordinator
for Region 5 (including North-
west Connecticut) for the state
Department of Emergency Man-
agement and Homeland Securi-
ty told the COG members they
should be signing up for reim-
bursements from FEMA for ex-
penditures incurred as a result of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

He said his agency continues
to provide personal protective
equipment as available, and that
he would keep elected officials
informed about the governor’s
executive orders and guidelines,
“which are constantly changing”
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L] seeking recipes from area fundraisers

By Cynthia Hochswender

During the quarantine, most
nonprofit organizations have
had to cancel their annual (and
much loved) fundraising meals,
from pancake breakfasts to chili
suppers.

This is not only a loss to the
community, it is also a loss to
the nonprofits, which count on
the money those meals provide
to do good works in our towns.

The Lakeville Journal Co.
is preparing a special issue of
Compass arts and entertainment
that will be included with our
issue of July 2. In that issue we
will include recipes from some
of our local organizations for the
ham or lasagna or corned beef

or roast beef or cakes or cook-
ies or pies they might serve at a
fundraising meal or sale.

We are now collecting those
recipes from any nonprofits that
would like to participate. We will
publish them with a short expla-
nation of what that organization
does in the community.

And we will remind our
readers that the $5 or $10 or $20
they spend on at the firehouse
or the legion hall is meaning-
ful even in normal times; and
is even more meaningful at this
time.

We hope that seeing deli-
cious reminders of those fa-
vorite meals and food sales
will not only spark some nice
memories, but will also encour-

age readers to make donations
large or small to the nonprofits
that work so hard to keep our
communities intact.

Any nonprofits and all cooks/
bakers are asked to send in their
recipes by Wednesday, June 3,
to cynthiah@lakevillejournal.
com. If you do not get confir-
mation, check back with us, it
might mean we didn’t receive it.
If you have a lovely photo of the
finished food, please feel free to
include it.

It would be wonderful if you
could share some of the histo-
ry of your recipe and who first
developed it and how long it’s
been used (and of course please
indicate which nonprofit event
it is/was made for).

BEAR WATCH

Beware of the black bears, they are out and about

By Cynthia Hochswender

Bears are definitely done with
hibernation and are now busy
ambling around residential areas
and crossing major roads at all
hours of the day.

Area residents are emphati-
cally reminded that they should
not leave bird seed or garbage or
compost out unless they don’t
mind having a big ursine visi-
tor take a swat at it and possibly
come back for frequent meals.

In recent years it has not been
uncommon for the bears even to
enter homes, where they can be
dangerous and very messy.

Lakeville Journal Co. Pro-
duction Coordinator James
Clark took this photo of a large
bear near his Salisbury home
on Wednesday, May 13, in the
middle of the day.

His two young daughters
were home and, naturally, “They
loved seeing it

A nearby neighbor was not
as excited. She out into her yard
and, from about 20 feet away
from the animal, she yelled at it
to go away.

“It then doubled back, across
Route 41 and headed into the
woods toward Cobble Road,”

PHOTO BY JAMES H. CLARK

A large black bear lumbered around the Undermountain/
Route 41 area in Salisbury last Wednesday, May 13. Bear
sightings have been plentiful in the region this month.

Clark said.

Although the black bears are
not usually aggressive toward
humans, it’s generally not a good
idea for humans to be aggressive
toward the bears. Always be cau-
tious around them.

If a bear becomes a nuisance
and returns often and does prop-
erty damage or feels like a threat
to animals or children, call the
state Department of Energy
and Environmental Protection
(DEEP). Learn about how to re-
act to bears and how to seek state
intervention at the DEEP web-
site at www.portal.ct.gov/DEEP/

Wildlife/Nuisance-Wildlife/Liv-
ing-with-Black-Bears.

Some fundraiser meals have
a single recipe that is used again
and again; others function on
a donation basis, where home
bakers or cooks provide their
own best lasagna or pie or cake
or cookies. Please do send us
recipes whether it’s used by ev-
eryone each year or whether it’s
something you cooked or baked
individually and donated.

Restaurants are also invited
to send in a recipe for a dish that
is served at a fundraising event
each year, such as the chicken
pot pie dinner at The White Hart
for the Salisbury Winter Sports
Association.

We look forward to working
together with you on this issue.
For questions and recipes, email
Cynthia Hochswender at cynthi-
ah@lakevillejournal.com.

Free fitness
classes at Noble

SALISBURY — Free fitness
classes are being offered by No-
ble Horizons through Zoom.

Balance classes are offered on
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m., through
June 18. The class is taught by
Noble’s physical therapists and
will help improve balance, mus-
cle tone and agility.

And Leslie Eckstein, own-
er of Studio Lakeville, is now
teaching free 30-minute fitness
classes for senior citizens every
Monday and Thursday at 1 p.m.
Participants should have a mat
and a water bottle for the class.

To register and receive the
Zoom code for either class, go
to www.noblehorizons.org or
call 860-435-9851.

DR. DAVID STAMM?*
& DR. FIONA CONNOLLY*

PODIATRIC MEDICINE & SURGERY

RELIEF FROM FOOT AND ANKLE PAIN

28 Front St.
Millbrook, NY

M-F 8:30a.m.-5:00 p.m.
*Board certified in foot surgery

845-677-3363

LEGAL NOTICES

INVITATION TO BID

The Region One Board
of Education located in Falls
Village, CT is accepting sealed
bids for the sale of the following
items: 2001 Primero 3351-8
Crane Logging Trailer, 2002
GMC B-Series 24-Passenger
Bus, and 2002 Maure Red
Equipment Trailer.

Signed and sealed bids will
bereceived by Mr. Sam Herrick,
Region One School District,
Superintendent’s Office, 246
Warren Turnpike Road, Falls
Village, CT 06031. All bids
must be submitted in a sealed
envelope bearing the full name
and address of the bidder,
plainly marked INVITATION
TO BID - HVRHS. Bids must
be submitted prior to 9:00
AM., Thursday, June 4, 2020 at
which timebidsreceived willbe
opened publiclyand read aloud.
Contact Dave Moran or Audra
Leach at dmoran@hvrhs.org or
aleach@hvrhs.orgtoschedulea
time to view theitems. Bid terms
& conditions and the “Official
Bid Form” may be obtained
online at www.regionlschools.
org. The Region One Board
of Education reserves the full
and unqualified right to award
the bid, waive any and all
bid conditions or formalities,
award the bid to other than the
bidders, reject any and all bids
received, should they deem any
ofthe foregoingtobein the best
interest of the school district.
Dated at Falls Village, CT, this
fifteenth day of May 2020.

05-21-20

NOTICE OF
INSOLVENT ESTATE
ESTATE OF DIANA M. GHI
Late of Canaan (19-00316)

The Hon. Diane S. Blick,
Judge of the Court of Probate,
District of Litchfield Hills
Probate Court,atahearingheld
on April 30, 2020, found the
above estate to beinsolvent. Any
creditor who fails to present his

or her claim to the fiduciary at
the address below, on or before
September 27, 2020, shall be
forever barred from asserting
or recovering on such claim
from the fiduciary, the estate of
the decedent, or any creditor of
the state.
The fidcuiary is:
Jill S. Ghi
c¢/o Douglas K. O’Connell
Howd Lavieri & Finch, LLP
682 Main Street
Winsted, CT 06098
Beth L McGuire
Clerk
05-21-20

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF GLORIA R.
GRAMAGLIA
Late of Canaan (20-00163)

The Hon. Diane S. Blick,
Judge of the Court of Probate,
District of Litchfield Hills
Probate Court, by decree dated,
May 5, 2020 ordered that all
claims must be presented to the
fiduciary at the address below.

Failure to promptly present
any such claim may result in
the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

The fidicuary is:

Mary A. Gramaglia

c/o Stephen K. Gellman

Shipman & Goodwin LLP

One Constitution Plaza

Hartford, CT 06103

Beth L. McGuire
Clerk
05-21-20

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
DEBORAH C. BECKER
Late of Falls Village
(20-00165)

The Hon. Diane S. Blick,
Judge of the Court of Probate,
District of Litchfield Hills
Probate Court, by decree dated,
May 05, 2020, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the
fiduciary at the address below.

Failure to promptly present
any such claim may result in

the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.
The fidicuary is:
Teeuw H. Sanderson
c/o Louise FE. Brown
Ackerly Brown, LLP
5 Academy Street
P.O. Box 568
Salisbury, CT 06068
Beth L. McGuire
Clerk
05-21-20

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF MICHAEL
JOHN FINAN
Late of Falls Village
(20-00183)

The Hon. Diane S. Blick,
Judge of the Court of Probate,
District of Litchfield Hills
Probate Court, by decree dated,
May 6, 2020, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the
fiduciary at the address below.

Failure to promptly present
any such claim may result in
the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

The fidicuary is:

Charles H. Finan, III

13 Elmer Drive

Danbury, CT 06810

Beth L McGuire
Clerk
05-21-20

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF OTTO
VON AHN
Late of Sharon (20-00172)

The Hon. Diane S. Blick,
Judge of the Court of Probate,
District of Litchfield Hills
Probate Court, by decree dated,
May 6, 2020, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the
fiduciary at the address below.

Failure to promptly present
any such claim may result in
the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

The fidicuary is:

Kathleen Blackshaw

¢/o Emily D. Vail

Ackerly, Brown, LLP

5 Academy St.

PO Box 568
Salisbury, CT 06068
Beth L McGuire
Clerk
05-21-20

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF
ANTHONY PIEL
Late of Sharon (20-00170)

The Hon. Diane S. Blick,
Judge of the Court of Probate,
District of Litchfield Hills
Probate Court, by decree dated,
May 7, 2020, ordered that all
claims must be presented to the
fiduciary at the address below.

Failure to promptly present
any such claim may result in
the loss of rights to recover on
such claim.

The fidicuary is:

Lizbeth B.H. Piel

c/o Matthew J. Lefevre

Law Offices of Matthew

Lefevre, Esq PC

38 Woodland Street

Hartford, CT 06105

Beth L McGuire
Clerk
05-21-20

TOWN OF CANAAN
(FALLS VILLAGE)
Public Hearing

A public hearing will be
conducted on May 28, 2020 at
7:00 PM by the Canaan (Falls
Village) Board of Finance
regarding the proposed
spending plan for 2020-2021
viaZOOM. Log-in information
for the hearing will be available
at canaanfallsvillage.org

Henry W. Todd
First Selectman
05-21-20

The deadline for legal notices is Friday
at 4 p.m. for publication the following
Thursday.

Notices can be emailed to
legals@lakevillejournal.com

or mailed to The Lakeville Journal,
ATTN: Legal Notices, PO Box 1688,
Lakeville, CT 06039

Go to www.tricornernews.com/
legalnotices to view current
and past legal notices.




Sharon adopts
2020-21 budget

By Leila Hawken

SHARON — In the absence of
the traditional town meeting be-
cause of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the Board of Selectmen acted
on behalf of voters to adopt the
2020-21 town budget and set the
mill rate at their regular meeting
on Tuesday, May 12.

Earlier in the month, the
Board of Finance had reviewed
and approved the proposed bud-
get, clearing the way for the se-
lectmen to take action. The mill
rate suggested by the finance
board and adopted by the se-
lectmen will be 14.40, the same
as this year’s mill rate.

Selectmen Dale Jones and Ca-
sey Flanagan praised the work
of the Board of Finance. Jones
thanked that board for having
asked productive questions
during the budget process and

for supporting raises for Town
Hall employees. He added that
the finance board had found
ways to raise funds without in-
creasing taxes.

Flanagan said, “I give the
Board of Finance a lot of credit.
It wasn't easy””

First Selectman Brent Colley
agreed. “It was definitely a chal-
lenge”

The mill rate determines
property taxes in Connecticut
towns.

A mill represents $1 in tax for
every $1,000 of assessed property
value. A 15-mill tax rate would
translate into a tax bill of $1,500
for the owner of a home assessed
at $100,000.

The grand list is the total as-
sessed value of all taxable prop-
erty in a town.

Properties are assessed at 70
percent of their total value.

Railroad spraying and
dead trees still an issue

By Leila Hawken

CORNWALL — The contin-
ued presence of dead trees along
the Housatonic Railroad tracks
as they pass through Cornwall
remains a subject of concern to
the Board of Selectmen, who
discussed the matter at their
meeting on Tuesday, May 5, held
online.

First Selectman Gordon
Ridgway reported that the town
has received notice from the
Housatonic Railroad Company
that they will begin their annual

spraying program on May 18.
The company did not indicate
any plans to remove the dead
trees along the tracks that are
the result of spraying in the past.

Ridgway said that he would
contact the railroad company
asking that the existing damage
be remedied. At the urging of
the selectmen, Ridgway will also
ask that the spraying contrac-
tors not spray in heavily settled
areas along the tracks, specify-
ing Cornwall Bridge and West
Cornwall and extending to the
Trinity Retreat Center.

Taking action to
remove storage trailer

By Leila Hawken

SHARON — Ongoing con-
cerns about a storage trailer on
Drum Road were the focus of a
discussion by the Sharon Board
of Selectmen at their regular
meeting on Tuesday, May 12,
held on Zoom.

Following discussion, the se-
lectmen agreed that a meeting
with the state police would be
the next step in pursuing action
to remove the trailer and a skid
steer from the property.

A complaint was received in
March 2019 by Land Use Admin-
istrator Jamie Casey asking the
town to take action on alleged
violations of town ordinances
governing abandoned vehicles
and abandoned property.

No action has been taken yet,
so Casey brought the matter to
the attention of the selectmen.

Town attorney Randall Di-
Bella has been working with
Selectman Dale Jones on the is-
sue, particularly the problem of
the storage trailer and skid steer
impinging on the town right-of-
way by 1 foot.

In the meantime, Casey said
the unsightliness of the vehicles
has worsened.

Jones said that enforcement
has been pursued but without
result and he agreed that more
action is needed to get the situa-
tion corrected. DiBella indicated
that he has conferred with First
Selectman Brent Colley and he
has reviewed the town’s relevant
ordinances.

The state police have indicat-
ed an unwillingness to pursue
the matter because the offending

vehicles are not situated in the
travel portion of the road.

DiBella reasoned that if the
town files a lawsuit, it might not
achieve the desired outcome. To
his suggestion that the town’s
zoning regulations governing
storage might help, Casey replied
that local zoning enforcement
rules indicate that it is not a zon-
ing issue.

Current town ordinances,
according to DiBella, are not
sufficiently effective to support
enforcement. He added that to
pursue action through the courts
is costly.

Jones suggested that he and
Colley could meet again with
state police officials and request
enforcement, arguing that such
vehicles do not need to be block-
ing travel portions of the road in
order to be tagged for removal.

DiBella said that the items
could be tagged for being on
town property, giving the own-
er 48 hours to remove the vehi-
cles; after that, the items may be
towed away by the town.

Our Towns
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How to achieve victory in your vegetable garden

By Leila Hawken

CORNWALL — Gardeners
and farmers these days need
to be nimble and react deft-
ly to market changes, as the
COVID-19 pandemic’s effects
on the food supply chain become
apparent.

Cornwall First Selectman
Gordon Ridgway, who is a
farmer by profession, predicted
a healthy season for area farmers
markets as consumers seek fresh
produce and other farm prod-
ucts, while facing shortages on
grocers’ shelves.

In a Zoom talk on Saturday,
May 9, sponsored by the Corn-
wall Library as part of the Corn-
wall Gardens series, Ridgwa
presented a number of tips on
growing vegetables in backyard
gardens, and also spoke of the
pressures on farmers unable to
sell to restaurants and to larger
distributors.

“It’s important to pivot,”
Ridgway said of managing his
sizable CSA (Community Sup-
ported Agriculture) farm on
Town Road in Cornwall.

“People need to be on their
toes,” and be ready to replace
restaurants as the main buyers
of farm foods. More and more
farms will turn to CSAs for their
annual income. With a CSA,
members sign up at the begin-
ning of the season and purchase
a share of the eventual farm
bounty. The membership funds
help the farmers to pay their
upfront costs; and the members
join the farmers in coping with
whatever nature brings in a year’s
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Staying on your toes while on your gardening knees is good advice from Cornwall farmer
Gordon Ridgway, at right in photo, who shared tips in a Zoom talk on May 9.

growing season. Sometimes the
tomatoes are abundant; some-
times they’re not.

The two farmers markets in
Cornwall will open for business
again on Saturday, May 23, with a
stringent set of health guidelines.
Customers can no longer provide
their own bags. Instead farmers
will provide paper bags, and they
will pre-package some vegeta-
bles, particularly the leafy sort.

Cash collection will be by a
separate cashier who does not
touch the produce.

Masks and social distancing
will be required. There will be
a system of pre-ordering and
picking up.

Ridgway noted that there will
be some new vendors this year;
but he also noted that this year
more than ever people are keen
to start their own vegetable gar-
dens.

“People in Cornwall like to
play in the dirt — or have some-

one play in the dirt for them,”
Ridgway said of local enthusiasm
for gardens. He applauds every-
one who connects with the soil.

For home gardeners attempt-
ing a few vegetables, Ridgway
offered some tips. Seeds are best
if they come from local sources;
he suggested Johnny’s of Maine
and Hart’s as possibilities. Also,
if buying plants, locally started
plants are best because they are
acclimated to growing condi-
tions here.

Feeding the soil is important
for healthy growth. Ridgway
makes his own compost and not-
ed that last year’s multi-layered
compost is now ready for spread-
ing nutrients back into the soil.

Where the garden is placed in
the yard is important. Plenty of
sun is essential; so too is a spot
where the soil is well-drained.

“Plants don't like to have wet
feet Ridgway said.

Be aware of the calendar. Wait

on planting until the soil regis-
ters about 50 degrees and the air
is at about 60 degrees.

As for plant choices, “diversi-
fy against adversity”

“Last year, peas did not do
well, but a late crop of spinach
and lettuce came in,” Ridgway
said. Warming trends have
brought his farm the possibility
of growing and marketing more
fruit.

Battling the rise in food in-
security, Ridgway described the
growth of grant-supported co-
operative efforts among farm-
ers and growers to provide fresh
produce through a network of
distribution points throughout
the region.

Speaking of the business of
farming, Ridgway said that ag-
riculture is not just about grow-
ing things, it includes marketing,
too. For more information about
Ridgway Farm products, go to
www.ridgwayfarm.com.

North Canaan’s town budget ready for scrutiny May 26

By Leila Hawken

NORTH CANAAN— The
Board of Finance met remotely
on Wednesday, May 13, to re-
ceive the budget proposals for
both the town and the school.

This year because of
COVID-19, towns are not hold-
ing town meetings. The select-
men are in charge of approving
both the municipal and educa-
tion budgets.

Alicia Roy, principal of North
Canaan Elementary School, ex-
plained the school budget for the
finance board members.

There is an increase in the
technology line and a previous-
ly negotiated increase in sala-
ries. Nonetheless, she said, the
school budget will not increase
from this year’s budget (the fiscal
year begins July 1).

First Selectman Charles Per-
otti said that in the municipal
budget there are salary increases
due to the hiring of a new build-
ing inspector; and there is an in-
crease in trash hauling fees at the
transfer station. The budget for
legal fees is also higher.

The proposed budget for
2020-21 totals $2,779,143, an
increase from the current year’s
appropriation of $2,625,049.

“We're doing the best we can,”
Perotti said, adding that the town
has increased its collection rate
on property taxes to 98%.

Nancy O’Connor, chair of

Lakeville, Connecticut - 860-435-0578

: GEER
